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letters over the- signature of "Ethan Spike of
Hornby," satirizing in a most caustic manner the
foibles of the pro-slavery politicians of the clay.
The last thirteen years of his life were spent in
Boston, where he had a place in the custom-house.
He left three children: Charles Franklin, Eliza-
beth Hussey, and Alice Greenwood.

The family group; in Whittier's youth, was
completed by the presence of his bachelor uncle,
Moses Whittier, and of his maiden aunt, Mercy
Evans Hussey, both of whom their nephew has
sketched with loving touch. Moses, the youngest
brother of the poet's father, spent liis whole life
at the homestead, in which he owned an equal
share with John. He delighted in hunting, fish-
ing, and story-telling. He had never read much
or traveled far, but he was wise in the traditions
of the family and neighborhood, an oracle to be
consulted about the weather, and a charming
companion for his nephews in their rambles.
In Greenleaf, especially, " Uncle Moses " had a
sympathetic listener. As they worked together
in the fields, or sat by the evening fireside, he
enjoyed the marvelous stories of the denizens of
the forest and stream, traditions of witchcraft,
and tales of strange happenings in his own times.
We can imagine the moods in which these stories
were received, and how they would be warmed
and colored in the kindling fancy of the youth.
As he stood at his uncle's knee at such times, he
fell into reveries from which the good man would
arouse him by the sharp exclamation, " Conie,